
O strange wonder 
Melody from Petros the Protopsaltis of Oakmont  

(Ὢ τοῦ παραδόξου θαύματος) 
 

Plagal Fourth Mode 
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         O  strange ƒwonƒƒ-ƒƒder!    ƒO dread mys-ƒteƒ-ƒry!     He   ƒthat    ƒby      na -   -   ture ƒas     God 

         ƒƒis     ƒim -  mor -   -   tal  and ƒƒcanƒ-ƒnot  die,   ƒƒHow   ƒƒis   ƒHe  ƒhanged ƒ ƒon ƒƒa tree?      ƒCan  

    ƒ     it      ƒƒbe   He ƒƒdoth ƒtaste__ƒof ƒdeath?  ƒIs      ƒHe   ƒcon-demne  Who    of    ƒ   all ƒƒ  is ƒin-no - 

  ƒ- cent?ƒ   Be-hold,  ƒƒO     sun, hide thy  light and quake with fear       at_________________ ƒƒƒthis   

      auƒƒ-ƒƒƒda - ƒciƒ-ƒ  ƒty!        ƒƒThus   ƒƒthe   ƒƒVirƒ-ƒƒgin spake with groans ƒas   ƒshe      ƒbe -  ƒheld  ƒhang -  

      - ing   ƒon the cross the Sav -   -ƒƒiour ƒƒ Christ,  Whom   ƒshe____  ƒhad born. 

 

O strange wonder! O dread mystery! * He that by nature as God * is immortal and cannot 
die; * How is He hanged on a tree? * Can it be He doth taste of death? * Is He condemned 
Who of all is innocent? * Behold, O sun, hide thy light and quake with fear * at this 
audacity! * Thus the Virgin spake with groans as she beheld * hanging on the cross the 
Saviour Christ, Whom she had born. 

NOTE: If the Stichera begins with “Rejoice”, the first line will normally have one too many syllables. In that case, insert an 
ison between the notes for “O” and “strange” or “O” and “dread” in the first section, depending on the syllabic stresses. 


